
Digitized by Google 




0 



A xNARKA' 



TIVE 



of 



AN EXIRAORUINARY ESCAPE 



GULFH OF ST. LAWRENCE, 
^ty Gamaliel SMETHUKSTji^ 



L O N don: - M l> C C L X XIV. 



Reprinted and Edited by W. F. GANONG. 



(From the Collections of the New Brunswick Historical 



OUT OF THE Hands of the Indians. 



in the 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



358 



NKW BBUHSWIOK HI8T0BI0AL BOGIITT. 



HISTORICAL-GEOGRAPHICAL DOCUMENTS 

RELATING TO 

NEW BRUNSWICK* 



Edited by W. F. Ganong. 



(Continned from Page 188 of tlilt Yolvme.) 

In the note prefacing the present series of documents, I stated that it 
is to include tmpublished papers imporluut as original sources of iufonnar 
tion upon the geographical phrases of New Bronswiek kistoiy. The vork 
vhich folIowB Jb not, it is true, unpul^liahed; Imt it is otiiArwiie lo com* 
pleiely irithin the scope of the seriefl^and is withsl so veiy nn, thai it 
seons appvopiUftt to present it hen. 

3. Gamaliel Smethurst's Narrative of his Journey' from ^nepiBiguit 
to Fort Cnmherknd in 1761. 

The foUo^ving important Xarrative was first printed in London in 
1774, and is now rcpnnied for the first time. Copies of the original seem 
to be very lue. The only copies known to me in Ametican libiaiies aie 
in tiie Congressional, Hsxrsrd Collie, Boston Pablic, and John Gsxter 
Blown LibiaiieSy while evm that treasure-house of Ameiioani^ the Lenox 
Library, laoka it. It is a small quarto volnme, of which the lltie-paoe is 
reprinted below, and it xndades not only the present narratlTe, occupying 
26 pages, but additional matter relating to Prince Edward Island and 
other suh]( ct?, making 48 pages in all. The latter pnrt, while of much 
interest, hardly belongs within the limits of the present papers and hence 
will be simply described synoptically. The copy I have followed is that of 
the Harvard College Library, for the use of which I am indebted to the 
courtesy of the Librarian, Mr. W. C. Lane. Every care has been Uiied to 
secme sn exact transcript of the original, and it is, I belicTe, exactly 
reprodnoed with tiie oception of the replacement of the antique long 
. s by the modem form, and the omiseion of the catchword at the bottom 
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of each page. Hj friend^ lir. Victor H. Faltuts of Qie Lenox Library, to 
whom I am indebted for much valued aasiatance in connection with the 

praent Btiuly, has called my attention to a very interesting contemporary 
reference to the book. The ]\Ionthly Keview for Mnreh 1775 (page 2B1), 
gives its title, with the original price as Is fid, and the following com- 
ment; — "We find nothing very extraordinary or providential in either of 
the Author's escapes. — His difficult ie», however severe they may have felt 
to himself, appear to have been such as usually attend travelling and 
navigating in a nortliem climate dwing the irintw. — His plan for reconcil- 
ing the differences, Ac. ie farouiable to the claims of America, but not 
likely to be adopted/' These strictures an not nnjnat from the reviewer's 
point of view, for the title ia a somewhat exaggerated statement of the 
contents of the work; its value to us is such as was never contemplated by 
either author or reviewer. As to its price of Is 6 d, it is interesting to note 
that a copy brought $S.OO at a sale in 1878. So greatly have such works in- 
creased in vahie gince then, however, and so intense is the rivalry of 
wealthy libraries and collectors for the possession of such rare Americana, 
that a copy would unquestionably bring a very much higher price were it 
to come into the market to^lay. A second edition of 1775 is mentioned 
in a catalogue of the John Carter Brown library (at Providence, B. L), but 
I am informed by the present librarian, Mr. George Parker Winship, that 
thu statement rests upon a dferical emnr and no such edition is in thai 
library. Allibone's ''Dictionary of Authors" gives the date of the work 
as 1775, but this aUo is apparently an error. 

Of the author, Canialiel Sniethnrst, we know 1»ut little. Tlie Narra- 
tive appears to show that he was an Englishman who came to Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, and fitted out a trading vessel, in whicli, under a license 
from the Governor of Quebec, he went to tnide witli the French and 
Indians in Bay Chaleur. The narrative shows that in October 17G1, he 
was, through the cowardice of the captain, abandoned at Nepisiguit (now 
Bathurst Harbor) by his own vessel, and made his way thence to Fort 
Cumberland, requiring over six weeks for the joum^ which today can be 
accomplished within as nuiny houie. Later he went to Halifax and thenoe to 
Marbh liead, but he appears to have returned to Nova Scotia soon after. 
In 1 763 (Nov. 22), as the records of the Crown Land Office at Fredericton 
show, he obtained a grant in the Township of Cumberland, no doubt at 
Baie Vcrte. where his "settlement, " mentioned in the narrative, was situ- 
ated. In 1765 he was elected to represent Cumberland County in the Leg- 
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islature of Nova Scotia (Murdoch, Nova Sootu, II, 455), and the title-page 
of his book showi that he held also the offices of Comptroller of Customs 
and Deputy Surveyor of Woods. A few years later he went to Lotulon 
and retiirncd no more to Nova Scotia, (Tnieman, The Chij^iecto Itithnuis, 
34). So much, and no more, do we know certainly of the author of tliis 
book. But no doubt he is the Bame Gamaliel Smethurst who earlier 
was author of certain publications in England. Thus the Qentleman's 
Magaane for 1748 (XVJUIj, 996) contains a letter signed 6a. SmethnnI, 
dated Handiester, July 14, 1748, giving a brief account of a mechanical 
adding device, and there is another on the same subject in the ssme 
volnme, page 454. Ttm device is described more fully in the Fhiloeophiesl 
Tiansactions for 1749 (pp. 22, 23) under the title '*An Account of a new 
invented arithmetical Instrument called a Sh wan-pan, or Chinese Acporapt- 
Table; by Gamaliel Smethurst/' and the editor adds a note to this effect; — 
"The Inventor produced one of these instruments before the Society^ and 
work d several questions in Arithmetick upon it. It much resembles the 
Abacus of the Ancients," Smethurst closes his article with these words: — 
**It may be a very pretty lure to lead young people tp apply their minds 
to numbfi8r"'-^}iidi shoirs that he was not a teacher and was an optimist 
In the meantime he had issued snofher jmUication, which, according to 
the British Hnsenm Oatalogne, was entitIed;-*"Tables of Time, wherebj 
the day of the month either new or old style; day of the week; rising of 

the son moveable feasts eclipses &c. may be found for 

any time past, or to come, without the help of Astronomical Tal les, etc. 
Manchester, [1749"]. 12*"' Smethnrst's hook sliows that he was a well- 
educated, observant and sensible man. Ilia references to classical and 
scientific matters suggest that he may have been university trained, but 
his name does not appear upon the rolls of either Oxford or Cambridge 
Univenrities. He appears to have lived in Manchester, but inquiries which 
Mr. Fsltaits has had made there have yielded no infonnation about him. 
Would that we knew more of him! 

For New Brunswick students the Narrative has three values. Hist, 
giviog as it does a vivid picture of the condition of our Nortti Shore at 
the close of the Acadian Period, the state of its scattered and perturbed 
settlement, the attitude of French and Indians towards the Government 
the method and the hard.'^liijjs of travel in that country, it will help our 
future historian to make his pictures of that time an 1 [.l;ioe more real- 
istic and more complete. Second, it contains many welcome references 
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to contemporary persons, places and events, not elsewhere pressed. 
Third, its interest as a true tale of adventure places it among the previous 
classics of New BnmBwick literature, in the same class with the narratives 
of Cartier, Champlain, Denys and LeClercq, writings which can be read 
with pleasure by all Ihose who agree with Smeiiiurst iiimself in "preferring 
simple trntbs before tiie embelUghnienti ixid eolonrings of the best 



It ie of Interest to note that enother neerfy eontempoztty [1769], 
tbongh Ytaj brie^ nanstire of a jounqr along Smethuet^e xovte k-pve* 
aerred. It ia m Knxdodi'a Nora 8ootia» II, 486. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



AFTER the taking of Canada*, the government of Nova-Scotia wanted 
the trade of the Bay of Chaleura to be turned into their channel^ 
while the government of Quebec strove to keep it in their hands. There 
vas a number of Acadians settled in the bay, who had taken a great 
many of mir vessels with thdx privateen, but had BOW made their submie- 
fiion to the English. - 

I GOT a licence from General Murray, governor of Quebec, to ga 
trade witli them, and to make an establislunent if I thought proper. I 
found the place and people convenient for a cod fishery, and had em- 
ployed them sometime in that branch. They had loaded a vessel for me, 
of about an hundred and twenty tons, with dry ii&h. oil, &c. which waa 
ready to sail, when goyemment thought proper luddenlj to lemore the 
inhabitants."' This manuoevre was a very great loss to me — they had 
onpni-ffl to deliver nie the year after, five thousand quintals of fish, and 
four liiousand weight of beaver, &c. I was obliged to leave the supplies 
of salt, &o. vhich I must have advanced to tnem [VI] * against the 
spring fishery, upon the beach, (as my vessel was full) — this was destroyed 
in the winter. I am afraid this ^tc]) originated from selfish motives, not 
the consideration of the public good; for I read a letter from Captain 
IfKenaie, commanding omeer of Foxt Cumberland, to Jean Baptist, ^ a 
principal pezson theze, offering Buppliea of all kinds, such as powder, diot, 

removed after making- their aobmts- 

Bion? The anslwer is triven In a 1< tte: 
from Jonathan Belcher, President o£ 
the Council of Nova Bcotla, to tlw 8ec- 

retary of State (abstract In Report on 
Canadian Archives, 229; also in 

Murdoch. Nt)\a Scotia, II, 408), in 
wnlch he states that "a considerable 
body of Acad*ans had withdrawn from 
allegiance and retired North to the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence. These people 
had talcen up arms and by means of 
small vessels are iofestins the naviga^ 
tion of the river and oommlttinK depr»> 
datfons on His Majesty's imbjecls." 

It is quite possiblti that the intiabit- 
ants of Nepisieruit and vicinity were 
not the suilty ones, but had to suffer 
for thorn, as so often Is the case In 
operations of war. 

4. The numbers In brackets scattec^' 
ed through the following pages are 

It ■ I r\t ' 'itiL' the pagination In the 
original text. The first numbered page 
begins here. 

The same person, no doubt, men- 
tioned in the Narrative under Nov. (. 
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1. In the previous year. 17W. The 
competition for the trade of Hay Chal- 
eur, here mentioned, is not referred to 
In any of our hiatorlcal worka, ao far aa 

I can find. 

2. The Acadians, it will be reniem- i 
bered, had been practically outlaws in I 
Nova Scotia (then including New I 
Brunswick), ever since the Expulsion in | 
1~'k>. The ICiiKlish ri-iioatc(lly tried to 
drive them from the Province, while 
they, on their part, attacked Engilah 
vessels with their privateers, and, in 
conjunction with the Indians, made 
forays against the English settlements. 
In I7fi0 the Acadians from the Mtraml- 
ehl southward had made their submis- 
sion to the Kn^jlish at Fort Cumber- 
land, while those from Restlgouche 
(including no doubt those of Nepisi- 
guit)» were expected soon to do like- 
wfse (Murdoch, Nova Scotia, II, S9€) 

and ac tually did SO, aS BmetbttfSt'S 

Statement shows. 

8. As described In the opening para- 
graph of the Narrative following. The 
question now arises,— why were they 
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blanketiy proTifloxiB, Ac. «iid that they thouid md be tttntutMt proTided 

they would brin:: their beaver to Fort Cumberland.' These people would 
have been very useful, and I would have made it their interest to have 
been very good subjected had Government though proper to let them 
remain in the Bay of Ghaleon. 

This bay is situated on the west side the gulph, before you ctiter the 
great river St. lAwrence — The north side of this bay is formed by the 
islands Bonaventure and Fierce ; the south side by the island and Point 
MiaeoQ — ^This ia low flat land, and continuea ao all the way up the hay — 
Some vessels have miataken the Bay of Chaleurs for the river St. litw* 
rencc; but the difference is very great — This bay is onlv oovm leagues 
over, and the land on the south side exceeding low, and slioal water— A 
leagoe or more from the ahore, yoti have not ahove five fathoma watef — 
On the contrary, the river St. Lawrence is fifteen leegnea over^ the aouth 
aide ezeeediog high land and very deep watw. 

To this great river St. Lawrence, T ascribe the forming of those vast banl<8 
off Newfoundland — The current is so strong in the river and gulph, that 
the aand cannot aettle, bnt to the leeward of iaiands; or where there ia an 
eddy, which prevents it from stopping in any quantities^ till the water 
has passed the [VTI] streigbis of l^f^llisle, one way, and island of Briton 
and gut of Canso, on the other. If one considera Uie vast extent of shore 
the lakea of tMa river washes, it must bring down more nnd than any 
other river in the world, which causes the lips of the mouths of this 
surprising river to be pToportionably large." So the Bahama banks, T 
apprehend, are formed by the sand brought along with the gulph stream, 
lodging in the eddies back of the island of Cuba. 

The following remarks were taken down every night in short hand, 
which was my constant practice when I was upon aiy expedition — chuae 
to deliver my journal just as I then wrote it, and leave every reader to make 
his own remarks; preferring simple truths before the embellishments and 
colourings of the best writers — The judicious will see that this piece is 
intended as a .Urn/:, (to apeak in the atyle of the artists) a ihrawinp only 
— as such it ia offered. 



1. Apparently he means to imply that 
the Acaaians w«re removed tnm Bay 
Chbteur Itecaum they were tradtn^ with 

Qiiebor rnthcr than with Nova Scotia. 
This, however, is wholly unlikely; for 
not only would it be a very Itlogica] 
«ttre for such a difficulty, but no gov- 
ernment would remove these people 
Pimply for such a do^'-ln-tlle-tllatv^^er 
reason. The real reason was very like- 
ly that slven by Bel^r,— via., they liad 



not ceaced privateering. 

2. This theory, though sfaowlne good 
oheervatton and reflection by Itn author. 

L« rrronf'ous , the great baiika are now 
believed to have a glacial origin, sup- 
plemented. In the case of the Newfound* 
land B.'inks, by material continually 
brought to them by icebergs from the 
Greenland glaciers. The currents of 
the St. LAwrence are by no meane eo 
strong a« he fanpUea. 
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A NARRATIVE, &c 

JOURNAL.. 

TIIUKSDAY, October 29, 1761. 

LEFT Nipisiquid, in the Ray of C'halcurs. Ca])t. M'Krnzie, with about 
fifty Highlanders, had ju8t arrived to remove the people: he took 
them all unexpectedly; they were very unwilling to be remored. He took 
about one hundred and eighty persons, with all their vessels, to the nam- 
ber of eleven sloops and shallops. ^ oame out with them in the even- 
ing: it was calm, and we were obliged to tow — Got out of the channel. 
By the obstinacy and confusion of the captain of ray brigantine, 
though I had a French pilot on board, who told us we were too 
much to the northward, got upon a Lank. As it was top of sprinf^-tidcs,* 
our captain i^aid wo t^hould never get ofT: he seemed friirhtoTi'-d out of 
his seuties — I'arted with our pilot — He muist go witii Ike rebt of the 

iVeneh. 

FBIDAY, October 30. 

TN the morning I went ashore in the boat — took my papers and tmnks 
along with me — went to find a lighter in orrler to unload the vessel so 
much as to lighten her to float — found one — staid to keep her ailoat when 
the tide should come in — sent the men on board for fear they should be 
wanted, (the night's tide h;i 1 > < on a very low one). Towanls noon it 
began to Mow fre?h (10) at north-wegt. About two o'clock saw the brig 
wag got off, but no boat came for me: she tacked ail tlie afternoon, as if 

1. They were removed for reaaons 
Ptated In a footnote to the Introduction. 
\ I'^ttT from Jonathan IJelcher. PiesM- 
ent of the Council of Nova Scotia, to 
the Secretarr of State (atwtract In Re- 
port on Canadian Arrhivps for 1«94, 
229; also, Murdoch, Nova Scotia. II. 
408). Btates that Capt. Roderick Mac-- 
kenzie surprised the Acadtana. took 787 
prisoners, and 1>roasht off US. Tble 
nuHiber Inchi'les. of c.iurs.-. those tak'-n 
from Shlppeffan and elsewhere (see 
later under Nor. C.) 

2. Probably upon the shoal, dry at 
the lowest tidea, indicated upon the 
accompanying modem map of Nepiei- 

i enit. 
365 
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to get to wiinlwnH rind come to, but in the evening she bore away.^ 
l^or what reason ihey did not come ashore for me, cannot account — sup- 
pose some tceident happened. I wiis left in a very diBSgreeable dtuatioD. 
What few French staid behind, were on the other side the bay, and axe 
irritated to the last degree against the English, for the step they have 
taken to remove their friends from their habitations at this season of 
the year, and the savages are no friends at all to the English. I was on 
the BOnUi side the harbour* — There came a canoe with Indiane in the 
evening — looke<7 about them and walked oflf. I durst not appear, not 
knowinn^ what dispopition they were in. I staid all night in one of their 
hovels— durst not make a fire for fear of discovery. 

SATUBDAY, October 31. 

LOOKED impatiently all day— no vessel appeared in sight — The 
wind northwest, brisk breeze, but did not blow over-hard — Killed a few 
ortolans,^ and dressed them— Some of the inhabitants came searching foi 
little things amongst the rubbish— one of them promised to take me off 
in the evening to the habitations of the French on the other side the 
bay. hut did not — ^Lodged very uncomfortably— slept little— made no fixe 
at night. 

SinrDAT, Korember 1. 

WAS not without hopes of seeing the brig — she may have put into 
Port Daniel, and waiting an opportimity of coming up. ^ix. (Charles 
p^^o-o. 4 ^]^Q jg ygjy gjgif^ ggjj^ ff^j, — J went to h':< bouse — In the even- 
ing came hack for my trunks — Some persona had attempted to open them 
both, but had not forced the locks. 

MONDAY, November 3. 

MAPFj an agreement with Capt. Andrews, an Indian, to take me down 
to Caraquet, in a eanoe. In tbe afternoon came in Mr. Dugas' brother 



1. The reajwn yrhy h« was abandon-^ 

€d by the captain of his own vessel Is 
glvtn In part In the Narrative under 
December €, and In part in another |>as- 
•a^ at tbe end of the Narrative. It 
was. In brief, because of the captain's 
fear of the Indians, wliich exi.lalns aU*T 
why he "aeemed frightened out pf his 
■etises** when tbe Teasel grounded oa 
the bank in the harbor. 

2. No doubt on tbe site of the pros* 
•fit town of BathuraC while the PYench 
"on the other side tho bay." were 
around the mouth of the Tetagouche 
<«nd pertM^pe ai tte present ToiaaliaU), 
plaeea noted on the aooompansrlnB map. 



and Icnown (from old plane In the 

CrMv. ri l,;ir.fl Ofllre) to have iMMa OSrly 
occupied by the Acadiana. 

S. The Ortolan of Siuvpe Is nntmown 

in America, but a bird which resem- 
bles it is our anow-buntlng (Plectro- 
phenax nlvalie). and It "WtuB donMtaOT 
this which Smethurst killed. Cooney, 
In his work on New nrunswick and 
Gaspe. page 243, spoaka of the Ortolan 
as occurring In New Brunswick and 
reaembllBff the Snow-Urd, L e., tho 
Junco. 

4. An Acadian, anceetor oC thooe ot 
this name at Camquet (P. P. Oavdet, 
letter). 
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horn Bietigouch — ^they behave very civilly to me. Mr. Duiras' brothef 
intends to (11) go to Fort- Cumberland when the frost sets in, but T am in 
hopes of reaching it before that time; at least to lioar of the lirig along 
shore, if I can get a conveyance — Tlie Indian Andrews refuses to go. 

TUESDAY, November 3. 

TIIEHE came a skiff in here from Port Daniel — the people ^uv 
nothing of the brig, which convinces me she is gone out of the hay— 
Agreed with the people of the ekiil to take me down to Cteraquet, twelve 
leagues^ave them nfty-eix Uvres.^ 

WEDNESDAY, November 4. 

TOWABDS noon, set ont from Nipisiquid, in company with three 
FVwichmen; they all look like run-aways, who dare not go to their own 
country — they belong to Old France — I And tliey have not made their sub- 
mission to the English government.- The wind was too much to the 
northward, as the master said, to proceed — We only went over the bay 
to the deserted huts — they staid to pick up what they conld find — ^they 
stole about a bushel of salt from one family wlio had not removcfl nil their 
things over tlie l>ay — this confirms me iu opininn Unit they are rogues. 
Captain M'Keuzie had not taken all the Acadiaus — there were some 
wom^ lying in» so he must leave some to take care of them; others were 
sick, and could not be removed. "* Those who remained had gone over 



1. The livre was an old French coin 
•upeneded by the franc, and of slightly 
Icflfl value: hence aomewhat under 20 
cents of our money. 

S. It is quite ponlMe that these three 
men frcm old Franco were Bailors from 

the French war-vessel, the St. Simon, 
which. In 1760, waa driven into St. 
Simon s Inlet by the Enalieh and aunk 
there. The place were she sank is said 
locally to have been off Hiich Point 
a later map), whllo her crew is 
aaJd to have spent the foUowlnji winter 
at a camirinff'plaoe well-known- locally 
Just to the westward of the point. I 
visited lhe.se places myself in Septem- 
ber VMH. According to a local tradition 
Of the EnsUah, (denied by some Acad- 
lana with whom I talked) the sailors 

of thl.s slilp later married Tiulian women 
and became the founders of Lower Car- 
aquet. [It is a curtotia circumstance 
that the English government should 
have given definite encouragement to 
IntermarriaKes with t)ie Indians. .Sec- 
tion 24 Of the Royal Instructions to 
Richard FhiUliMi as Governor of Nova 
Scotia. Riven at Kensington the lat 
July, n2!», reads as follows: 



"And as a further mark of His Ma- 
jesty's good will to the said Indian 
nations, you shall give all possible en* 
couragement to intermarriages between 
Hla Majesty's British subjecu and 
them, for which jnirpoae you are to de* 
clare in His Majesty'^* namn that he 
will bestow on every white inan, being 
one of his said subjects who shall 
marry an Indian woman, native and in- 
habitant of Nova Scotia, a free tfttt of 
the sum of ten pound.*? .sterling and fifty 
acres of land free of quit rent for the 
space of twenty years, and the like on 
any white woman, being his Maieaty's 
subject, who shall marry an Indian 
man, native and inhabitant of Nova 
Scotia, as aforesaid."— W. O. R.J 

8. Xt Is very likely that trame at 

least of these Acadiang rc-m iined at 
Nepisiguit from tills time down to 
im, when we know positively that the 
Fennanent occupation of the locality 
by th<i Acadlans had commenced. In 
this c.a^ the Acadian settleiiieni here 
is one of tne oldest, if not the very 
oldest, of the contlmioasly. oocnpled 
scttlemenis of New Brunswick. 
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th(^ Imy into the woodg, for the sake of fire during the winter. The 
Acadiaus make themselves a winter house in tM'o or three days — They cut 
down a number of pine trees, suitable to the occasion — square them, and 
place them one upon another, fastening them with tnmnels, and fill the 
crevices with nioes; the chimney they secure with clay — they cover their 
houees with slabs and bark — they are very good broad axe men. 

THURSDAY, Norember 6. 

As we Bailed all night, got dovm to Garaquet,^ twdve leagues, by 

morning. It was a very cold disagreeable night. Old Saint Jean con- 
doled with me upon the occasion, but would not buy any thinij T had, to 
raise a little money; unless (12) I would sell them for a t^uarier their 
value — Sold him nine shirts, and some silver lace for a trifle. Tfaia man 
is a native of Old FnUDU)e — married an Indian, and has lived here near fif^ 
years.- Ills son, who is half Indian, railed Jean Baptist^ has married an 
Indian also. I have traded considerably with him — ^got him to procure 
two Indians to go with me to Fort Cnmberlaad in a canoe — He did so, and 
we agreed for 140 livres, (provided we could get the consent of their tribe) 
— I thought, if possible to get to Mirimi'^hi, (the last French settlement); 
if not, to Fort Cumberland before the frosts seta in — Left my large trunk 
witlL Jean Baptist 

FBIDAY, November 6. 

PUT myself into the hands of tiie Indiana. There was an old fodian 

Squaw, with one eye, and her two great sons: they wwe of the Fookmoosh 
tribe of Mickmacka — ^We embarked in a canoe— set our blanket-eail about 



1. Caraquet Is now the nanie of a 
aetUement several miles long, and 
there U> nothlnir tn the narrative, and 

rothlntr known at Caraquet fas I havr 
lound by inquiry on the spot), to locate 
tfce place where Smethurst landed, and 
where, apparently, Old Jean Uved. The 
nature of the coast here, however, con- 
Blstirif? as it does largely of cIltTB with 
only occasional good landuiers, limits 
the possible place to one of two or three 
localltleF, of which the most probable 
Ly far is at Chenards Brook, just to 
the I'.istward of Hrideau Point, on or 
near the present site of the extensive 
tradlnir establishment of Robin Collas 
A. Co. This is the best natural site foi 
a settlement on this coast, and it would 
also fit best with the distance from 
NepistRuit (12 leagues) and especially 
with the distance from Shippegan, (3 
leaaiies) later mentioned. Xt 1* very 



I unlikely that it was farther west, for 
the first available site la too far within 
Csraquet Harbor: tt may have beon 
at the brook farther east, directly south 
of the island, though the distance 
thence to Shippegan Is rather too short. 
So the probabilities favor the Chenards 
Brook site, marked with a cross on one 
of the aooonvanjrtns meiM. 

9. It would Indeed be laterestlnir to 

know more of this man, of whom no 
other record appears to have been pre- 
; served. The fact that he had lived at 
or near Caraquet for fifty years sug- 
gests the probability that French set- 
tlers In small numl>ers Un^rered on these 
coasts from the time of Bsnault and de 
Fronsac down to the time When, about 
1750 and onwards* they wero joined by 
Acadian* t^qm Nov* Scotia and Caa> 
adiana from Quobae. 
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deren o'dock — ^reached Cfhipagon ^ in the afternoon — this is three leagues 

from Caraqncl— Rtaifl here all night. Captain ^VKenzie had been here, 
and taken some of the inhabitants— there remains about six families— lay 
in one of their huts. 



m mum 



'unt mmm 



Gl/IF OF 
ST, UWRENCr 




to nivit,.itl 

Gamaliel ^mtkirst's route 
lim Ikfisiqvit t* lait Cumiink 

' <« nil 



1. There Is nothing In the narrative 
to locate Chlpacon exactly, but we can 
fix It with miam probability. It could 
not have been on the site of the mod- 
ern Shlppegan village, for the dis- 
tance from Cara luet, even giving that 
plao« its most easterly location poaaible. 
Is fiur too BrMt; tuiA monover Ita re- 



lations to the later "portage" are In- 
consistent. Since their destination was 
Pokemouche, they would of course conoft 
through the little pas0 (navigable for 
canoes) west of Poksuedle Island. 
Three lea{?UL'8 from Caraquet would 
bring them about to the Junction ol 
m» pM» witli 8t Slnioii*! inlet, la tin 
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SATURDAY, November 7. 

TO day the wind being contrary, the savages would not proceed — 
the land eontinua Teiy low, fit lor impsoTOiDeiktB— Qiipagon is a good 
harbour lor fiahennen, well teeoved. 




vicinity of Rulsseau la Chalouppe. On 
vlalUnff this locality In September last 
I woe shown a norober of old cellars, 

antedating the present setfi m-nt, on 
the farm of Mr. Barney Sewell Just 
north o( Rolsseaa la Chalouppe, as 
shown upon the map. Mr. Sewell al0O 
told me that some traces of settlement 
Were tf be seen on the f-nirU south of 
tlutt Stream. Since this place Is not 



Car from the vroper distance from the 
prftbAbie portase tber took to Poice- 
mottdie. I think It niost prohaUe ftutt 

the settlement of Chlpapon was here 
or In this Immediate vicinity. Sme- 
thurst does not neocessarlly mean to 

apply the name to the ppttlcnient It- 
self; he probably meant he had reached 
Shlppegaa watem 
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SUNDAY, Norember 8. 

AFTER dinner we set off from Chipagon, three miles from thence- — 
came to a portage ' — we are uow got iuto the bay of the guiph of St. 
I>a\vrcnce. There is a passage at Cbipagon for small ciaft, that do not 
draw above five or six feet of water.' Most of the French shallops, with 
Captain ^FKenzic, went this way. One of the Indians carried the bark 
canoe, the other carried the blankets, guns, and paddles, while the squaw 
carried .the kettle to cook in, M-ith birch bark, and other small things. 
After we had walked a league further, we pitdied our tent for all night — 
Lay npon our mother's lap (the earth) — I was umler some ap-(13)prehen- 
sions at first, a<s I hnd never travelled with Indians before; liowcver, I be- 
haved as if I was not the least afraid — The place we lay at, is six miles from 
Caiipagon.* 

MONDAY, November 9. 
ALL this part of the country very low marshy land, full of inlets, 
where are salt marshes, and abundance of lakes, with vast quantities -of 
wild fowl.* Our Indiuia did not atira to kill any. About noon, arrived 
at Pookmooah* — here are five or aiz urfe cabins of Indians — Their ehirf 



1. This portage was, I believe, from 
Riviere 4 Brldeau on St. Simon's In- 
let (always called locally, St. Simon) 
to a branch of Ihe Waoush (or Waugh) 
River a» shown by the map. Although 
I wu not able to ascertain, by toQiUry 
there, that there was an Indian 'H-rtagri? 
between these waters, I did liiid that 
this route was known to the re^^dents 
as "Pokemouche Portage." Moreover, 
It le the only probable portage between 
Bt. Shuon or Shippegan waters and 
Fokemoiuhe long enough for the 
"le ' • required by Smethurst'g nai^ 
rative. It is further about the proper 
dUptance firom Chlpagon and Caraquet. 
and fits perfectly with the narrative in 
other particulam. Another probable 
portage between these waters is from 
the South arm of St. Simons Inlet into 
Pokrmoui he 13ay, but this is directly 
over an open peat bog and not BlUCh 
over a mile in length. 

2. The (1e«-'rlption is accurate, as the 
Charts tesrilv Sinethurst's reference 
bere to getting Into the bay of the 
gulph of St. lAwrence slgnlBes. of 
coursf', that they had turned the corner, 
so to upeak, from Bay Chaleur into GuU 
Of St. Lawrence waters. 

8. Apparently at the Pokemouche 
end of the Portage, as Indicated by the 
cToes on the map. 

4. The description of this country is 
accurate, except that he omits to men- 
tion the gently rolling eonntry behind 



the low margin, making the nglon, 
now that it la cleared, much mote at- 
tractive than Its orlgbial condition 
would have implied. 

5. There is nothing to fix the loca' 
tfon of this Indian village whteh may 

have been either one of several known 
upon the Pokemouche. There was one 
of considerable importanoe, known 
locally, at Lower Pokemouche, the site 
of which is occupied by the present 
chureh (at the dot on llie map), but 
this was loo near the Portage for the 
half a day's Journey they apparently 
took. Another is known locally on 
Walsh's island, farther up the river; 
and a mile farther up, on the north 
side. Is an Indian burial ground, no 
doubt formerly sssoctated with a set* 
tlement. .\ plar < f H04 in the Crown 
Land Office shows "Indians" at the 
point Just north of the river at Upper 
Pokemouche. Again, much farther np 
the river on the aouth side is at present 
an Indian reserve, now unoccupied; 
since these reserves were usually made 
to cover favorite camping grounds of 
the Indians, and ?!nce this known 
Urom plans In the Crowti Land Office) 
to have been made to cover a prreat 
eel-flshery of theirs, it is very likely 
an important village formerly stood 
het-e. Considering the distance of the 
village from the portage it would seem 
very likely that here was the vlllaga 
to which Sroethurst was taken. 
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csillod a council upon my coming amongst them — they had just signed a 
tieatv with the English,* which 1 knew; but they said the Kngliah had 
deceived them^ by telling them it was peace, whereas the Froich tell 
them it is war itiU. They said the English were a very cunning people, 
for I had been pretending to trade with the French at Xipisiqiiid, and 
had collected them together, and the English came with a net and catched 
them all. They enquired how I was armed, (my sword happened luckily 
to be broke the day befove with a fall, and my fusee was only a fowling 
piece;) I had a pistol in my poekt t,which 1 did not let them see, for fear 
of fresh grounds of suspicion. In answer to what they said, I told them 
it was war still with the French but peace with the Indians; that the 
people 1 had been trading with, had made their submisison, and were 
English subjects. I made the ?qna\v of the chief a present of some trifles 
such as nbbons, tS:c. This I believe, was as stronjr an arjniment as any 1 
used, to procure me an order that the young men should go forward with 
me on the morrow; though, bad they thought I had been any ways con- 
ccrned witli Captain ^T'Kenzie in removing the French, they would haye 
cut me to pieces; but this point 1 had taken care that Jean Baptist cleared 
up to the two Indians and the squaw, before we left Caraquet. 1 lodged in 
a wigwham — ten or a doiEen men, women and children all together round 
a fire — lay upon branches of spruce, and covered with blankets— the fire in 
the middle of the wigwham — There is a hole at top which lets out the 
smoak — this a very large cabin — ^it would hold twenty people — ^it was hung 
round with fish, cut into shreds— they preserve their mih, (14) their geese, 
and their game, in that manner without salt — they fake the bones out, and 
cut the flesh very thin: then dr}- it in the i-moak for their >f inter's provis- 
ion — The name of the chief is Aikon Aushabuc.* - Such were our boasted 
ancestor^ the Biltonfl» when Julius Caeear first landed upon our Island. 

* As 1 4M not understand Indian they appointed an Interpreter, who 
spoke broken French; besldos, a person In such a situation as I \vas then In, 
. is very quick of apprehension; a look or a gesture Is often suCRclent Intim- 
ation of their thougbta. They w«t« venr shrewd In their remartcs. and slsni- 
flcant in their signs. When they -wanted to Inform me thnt the French and 
them were In one Interest, they j^ald ihty were »o, (pointing; the game way 
with the foredngers of their right and left hands, and holding them paral- 
lel); and when, that the English and Indian* were in opposite Interesta, this 
they described by croOTtng their forefingers. Their chief made almost a clr^ 
cle with his forefinffor and thvimb. and pointing at the ond of his forpflnger, 
said thero wai^ Quebec, the middle Joint of his finger was Montreal, the Joint 
next the hand was New-York, the Joint of the thumb next the hand wan Bos- 
ton, the middle Joint of the thumb was Halifax, the Interval betwixt his Ang- 
«r and thumb was Fookmooab, so that the Indiana would soon be surrounded, 
n'hlcb he slvnllled by eUMinc his finger sad thumb. 



1 Apparently some time in 11W 
(Murdoch, Nova Scotia. II. 386.) 

S. In a ifst of Indian Chiefs, tnhablt- 
ing Acadia, In that year, this name is 



given, "Etienne AbthalX), of PohO- 

moosh." (Fisher's Sketches of New 
•Brunswick, 100; Cooney, Northern New 
Brunswick and Oasp ST.) 



Digitized by Googie 



NBW SRUfftWICIK RmOKIOAL flOCTRT. 



373 



TUESDAY, November 10. 

ABOTTT noon my fcnides came fresh painted, and we parted from 
Pooknioo!«l»; and glad 1 was to get rid of a people who had such absolute 
power In their owa hands, and bore such an enmity to the English. It 
was a fine (lay, and wc coasted this afternoon thirty milos upon ihese 
inland salt lake<«. This countr}' is so full of On linest ennveniencies pos- 
sible for canoes, that it must blow a perfect storm to disturb them; and 
the water not above two or three feet deep ^— Came to a portage ''-lay 
npon ft plain beachj on the cold ground to-night; it snowed very much. 




I. His description of tht girut .series 
Of lagoons and «alt-water rivi r.i in this 
region la perfectly correct. The con- 
text shows that In this day's travel they 
must have passed thioimh Tra>.;ulle^ 
Bay. and In order to reach It, they must i 
have croMKd one more portage not I 
mentioned by Smethurst. I have no 
question that this portase ran from the I 
southern extremity of the South Branch ' 
of Fokemoucbe to the bead of Tracadie 
Bay, a distance of alwut one mile and 
a lialf over gently rteing ground. I have 



found there is some local tradition of 
a portage through here, and the ar- 

raniTL'trK'nl of th.- waters makes it rcai*- 
I onably certain. The only other route 
, he could have taken would have been 
down the Pokemouche to the flea and 
' atom? the coast, but his reference to In- 
land watf-rs ahowB he did not go by 
that route. 

2. Alt the context sbowa, this port- 
age waa between Tracadie and Tabus- 
Intac waters. Now there are apparent- 
ly three routes between those waters, 
all of which I liave to mime extent 
examined. First, there Is the route on 
the «ea. along shore, fonowed no doubt 
In fine weather. Second, there Is the 
route up Tracadie, through "the Lake" 
to Portage River and thence by a short 
portage to a creek (f^tage Creek of 
old plans) emptjring Into Tracadie Bay. 
It was evidently by this route that 
Bishop Plessis travelled In 1811 as 
ahown by his Journal (in Le Foyer 
r;.nadlcn. III. 1S6.S. 169). The thlid la 
through the remarkable chain of fresh- 
V, ater i)onds Juf<t liisiiie the beai h. cx- 
teudins In a Une from the head of 
Pierre Basque River to tbe bead of 
Tabusintac l^ay, as shown by the ac- 
companying: map. No portage from 
Pierre Basque River to Grand Lakt- 
appeans to be known locally, but such 
would seem to have been Smetbursfa 
"portage" through his reference to 
camping on tbe "plain b«.'ach" at a 
place afterwards overflowed (marked 
by a atar on the map), might Imply 
that he came along tbe sea-coast to 
the bea. h at Grand T.ake. "But his de- 
scription of their doings at this place 
Is wholly oonslstent with the character 
and surroundlnga of Orand lAke. 
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WEDNESDAY, November 11. 

THIS proved a very rainy boisterous day — a great Btorin at nn?t lay 
by all day— was very w et, and very uncomfortable — luy bread all gone; and 
I liad nothing to live upon, but Bome iish smoakcd in the manner just 
mentionedr-'iio mU-hdo liquor of any kind, but water. I durst not cariry 
any strong liquor with me, for the Indians would not have itirred till they 
had drank all oat; and they do thinga in their liquor th^ would not do 
when sober. 

{U) THUBSDAY, Novemba 18. 

THE storm contmuet, which hi! dfove ill ihe game aw^jr— SUed two 
or three Bea-gtil)a> these I broiled and eat without any sauc^ but a good 
appetite— We lemored irom off the beach over the lake.^ 

FRIDAY, November 18. 

BLOWS as hard as ever, or rather moreeevate" could not stir on^ 
rery wet and odd, ecpeeiallj at nights 

SATTHiDAY, November 14. 

THE storm does not abate. There came to us two canoes^ with six 
Indians in them — one a very surly fellow, was prompting my gnidea to 
miscliief — contimiallj talking against the Engli^-*eaid uey wanted the 
land from the Indians, and that I came to see how fVipy nni^^ht conven- 
iently be attacked. I thonght it best to put a good face upon the matter; 
not to Beem afraid, or lose any of my importance. I told them, it was 
true my life was in thdr power; but if any aoeident hai^Miied to me, llie 
EngliBh would destroy their whole tribe. 

SUNDAY, November 15. 

THE storm increases. The neck of land where we had lodged, that 
parts the land from the 8ea» was overflowed, which raised the bke, and 
set our thinjjs a swimmino:. ^ We removed further up into the woods. I 
have not had dry deaths since Tuesday night — Endeavoured to keep up 
the spirits of the Indians^ who, I found, were for returning to Pookmoodi 
the first opportunity; and as we were only fi^ or six Mffues from a 
French settlement, wanted much to get out of the hands of ue Lidian^— 
Promised them the whole wages to carry me to Merrimiohi. 



1. They were encamped upon the 

narrow part of the beach between the 
lake and the sea. When they removed 
over tbe lake, they ap^parently went to 
the woods on the side away from the 
sea, Blthough It i» possible they simply 
moved alona to tto grove whtcb still 
•land* between tba lake aaA aaa 



farther to tke aeiif^ a» Shmm fef the 

map^ 

S. TlMrft to sIBl a low pteee In UM 

beach here which looka 3j-i If It might 
overflow at the highest tides. In sum- 
mer the level of tids shallow fresh> 
water lake falls considerably below 
high-tide level. Its shores are very 
flflni •end* aad convenitiit ter caamiiBa* 
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MONDAY, November 16. 
THE fltorm waa still violent; and what was worse, our pxoTiflioiiB ire 

expended, except the skin of one fish: nor had the Indians who came tons 
any thing left. AVe might justly be said to "eat to live, and not live to 
eat;" yet a small piece of the fat o£ the fish, without any dressing, keeps 
me from being (16) exceasiTe hungry, which X attribute to my not using 
any salt so long; so had not anything to initate the coats of my Stomach — 
X perceive myself growing very w^k. 

TUESDAY, November 17. 

THE storm still continues — have not seen sun, moon, or stars, this 
seven days — Took a resolution all of lis to remove to an Indian camp, about 
six miles from hence, up the country; but such a road §iire never was 
travelled before — niid-le^ deop in water — sometimes crossed brooks up to 
the middle; some fallen trees and thick underwood made it as bad as 
possible. I was prodigiously fatigued, as were two of the Indians — we 
were four hours in getting there. TTpon our arrival we found the Indians 
had deserted their wigi»'hnms; but there was a good covered cabin.' Tr 
another hut we found pome finh and dried geese: T took two of the 
geese, and paid ilve shiliings sterling to one of the ravages, who said he 
knew the person fhey belonged to. I did this, that the savages might 
entertain a good opinion of their new allies the En^jli^h. Tlie Bavagf-? 
took tish without ceremony, as tbeir custom is to f;o into huts, and heip 
themselves to any thing they can find — to eat and driuk, without saying 
one word:— Hade a large fire, and expect to lie dry to-night, which I have 
not done theae ei^t nights peat. 

WEDNESDAY, November 18. 

LAST night proved a cold dry night — the weather moderate — went 
back the way we came to our canoe, where we had left our baggage — 
arrived there about twelve o'clock; and wet as I was, immediately em- 
barked, and with a fair wind reached Merrimichi- about six o'clock. 1 
was obliged to be carried out of the canoe into a h\it. to warm and dry 
myself; for I had almost lost the me of my limbs with sitting steady in 
a bark canoe six hours, wet up to the middle. 



1. The context shows that this oouM 
only have been somewhere on the south 
«lde of the Tracadie River above Port- 
age River, which they mast have crowd- 
ed. Dr, A. C. Smith, of Tracadie, who 
has made a special study of such mat- 
ters Ifi that region, tells iiie the In- 
dian camping places were very numer- 
ous fa thla vicinity; It i» hence prob- 



ably not possible to locate the partlott- 
i«r one here In aiisstton. 

2. The distances, especially that from 

Mlramichi to Burnt Church later men- 
tioned, would locate this place at or 
near the present village of Neguac, a.'* 
«hown on the map. They passed, o( 
ooune, throufh Tabnalntae Bay. 



Digitized by Googl 



376 XEW BRUNBWICK HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

THUBSa)AY» November 19. 

LODGED last night in a poor Frenchman's hut — ^lay upon the floor 
all night by the fire — ^he had no bed but one in the hmtth^ rooTn. and that 
his family Jay (17) in — rested very comfortably. About midnigiit a young 
man came to me from his father, with offers of service; his name is Brusar, 
but they generally called him Beaugoleil;^he brought me a bottle of mm 
and some flour — was cxtrenioly kind to mo. In the morning the old man 
came himself — brouijht nie pork, and other necessaries, lie is the most 
considerable person here — had been a great purti^uin — was one of the 
French nentials who were removed to Carolina — made his escape by land 
to Mississippi, and travelled 1400 lca<,aies to recover his native eountry. 
These people have been j^reat enemies to the English; liowever, I shall 
never forget the great obligations I owe to Brusar, for his present kindo 
nem to me. He told me of a Teeeel about three leagues from this place, 
belonging to Xipisiquid, that had stopt during the late bad weather, and 
he was very certain she was not gone. This news was extremely agreeable 
to me. I sold Brusar several things — some muslin neckcloths, more of my 
shirts, with some gold lace^ in order to pay the savages, aoeofding to my 
promise. I paid them the whole money, as if th^ had carried me to 
Fort Cumberland, although we are not above half way. The Frenchmen 
endeavoured to prevent me paying them so much — said, They extorted the 
promise from me in the hte bad weather, for fear of their returning bade 
to Pookmoosh: so it was prudent at that time to encourage them with a 
prospect of a large reward, which I had no occasion now to comply with — • 
1 considered, however, as the English had but very lately made a treaty 
witii them, I would iHrnvince them they regarded their words: For &e 
Indians never consider individuals; if any person does them an injury, or 
favour, they charge the whole nation with it This should be a stanidiiig 



1. Brossard dit Beausoleil. an hon- 
ored name in Acadian history! There 
were at least two men oC thiu name 
prominent In Acadia during the 
troubles from 1750 to 1763. Onp of them 
was Alexandre and the other was 
Joeiepb, the latter rather the more 
prominent of the two, but unfortun- 
ately there le nothing: in Smethurst's 
narrative to ahnw \.]}U:h of the two it 
was who showed so much kindness to 
him. But Sroethurst was fay no mean* 
the first Eng-Mshman one or the other 
of them had befriended. Thus when 
the Indians captured the Erngllsh officer 
Hay in 1755 near Fort Cumberland and 
wtohed to put him to death, they were 
prevented hy Bcausoleil. Again, much 
earlier. In 1745, when one of them was 
llvlnr on the Fetttoodlae, and Captain 



William Pote wa» taken past his bouse 
as an Indian captiv* )u treated him 
thus, as Pote himaeif describes;— 
"Stopped at a mans house, named hon 
Sollel, this man Treated me, with much 
Cevility, and Oave me some Victual* 
& a Dram, and eome Tahacoe" (JouTB'* 
al of Captain William Pote. Edited by 
Victor H. Paltslts. New York, 1896, 
page 52). The Broasards suffered sev- 
erely by the SIxpulsion. and that one , 
of them oonld after thia have been w» 
kind to Smethurst, shows that he was 
a (nan of large soul. It Is a pleasure 
to us to note that these records of their 
kind deeds, which we may well believe 
were not solitary instances, have been 
preserved. :llL^lJlLiI was, according 

to local tradition, one of the first aet" 
tien at Rtvlere da Ceoha. 
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caution to our Indian traders, to deal honestly with them, otherwise tliejr 
may biing on a publie calamity. 

FBIDAY, J^OTember 20. 

Mr. Brusar procured me a larfre log canoe, with three men, to go in 
search of the vessel. This country is all low laud — very full of islands and 
cneka— ^ater carriage throughout; Inrkiiig places for Indians — UnleM 
wa can dvilize them, they will retard the settlentent of this part of the 
world greatly. The (18) Frenchman where I lodged, and most of fTie vil- 
lage, set off this morning for Point Miscou, to hunt sea-cows ' for their oiJ^ 
which they make use of in winter instead of butter. — ^About noon pro- 
ceeded with the Frenchmen in the log canoe, and in three hours reached 
a creek where we found four shallops, or skiirs, with several familie'? - 
I believe they intend to winter here — they had tlic good luck to avoid the 
late bad weather. The chief of the Indians came to me — shewed his 
treaty with the Governor of Halifsx, and said he would conduct me to 
Fort Cumberland. There had been a vespel wreck' ! liere in the late 
violent gtorm — what she is, don't know at present — thrre i;^ ( nc man saved, 
who I intend to go see — My brig must have got iuriiier than this, if she 
vent off the coast This river of Merrimichi runs up the country a great 
mj— fllmcst meets tbc river Bt Jobn, vhieli f^lls into the bay id Fmidy. 



L The aea-cow was the walrus, form- 
erly very abundant on MIscou. but long 
extinct In thif^ ri^g^lon. Sinethurst saw 
one BWlmming In Shediac Harbor as 
noted later undar Deoetnber 9th. Its 
fomMff OOOUrrence in New Brunswick 
te discuflBed In the Bulletin of the Na- 
tural History Society of New Bruna- 
wiok, No. XXII. m, and an account of 
tba Bea-oow flstaery la Frlnoe Edward 
Island, by A. P. AYaftmrton, to In Aoad^ 
Icnali, III. us-UA. 

t. Thla creek irotild appear from the 
context to have bpen Burnt Church 
River, for on the south eide of It was 
a large Indian Settlement, evidently 
that at Church Point, the most Import- 
ant Indian settlement In all thin region. 
The families who were to wlnlt •:■ here 
very likely settled In the vtdnlty. most 
iwobably at Blvtere d« Ca«^, and per- 
hape VI- e have here the origin of that 
early and Important French settlement. 
It all affTce^ very well with the local 
tradition mat me Iqr a vauled oorre- 
■poBdOBt. Hr. D. Lewis o( Beenmlnac. 
•8 to tlM origin of RlTlert d« Cacke end 



: the Lower Bay du VIn French aettle- 
mentii, which Is as, follows: 

"After the ezpulaion of the Acadian* 

some few who had taken the oath of 
allegiance to the King sent four men 
to the Mlrarnlchl to spy out the land 
for settlemenL Thia action wa« taken 
on the report of those who had 
left the Mlrarnlchl at the time of 
the conquest. These men chose 
River de Cache as a suitable place. 
The ntfzt aprlns aix or seven tam^ 
iliev left Bay Verte fn a boat for 
the Mlrarnlchl. They arrived in the 
outer Bay about the flrst of June, and* 
coming on to blow from the North. tlMF 
ran the boat Into the Oully between 
Huckleberry Island and the Escumlnac 
Shore and sailed around the lower Bay 
du Vin Bay to where Hardwicke Vll- 
tec* now stands, and waited tor a fav- 
orable wlvl to take them to River de 
Cache. %\ liile waiting, two families, a 
Muzeroll and a Uoblchaud, decided to 
remain at French River. These two 
families were tlw first to setUs to 
Hardwicke after tha Cowmsst" 
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SATURDAY, November 21. 

LODnrD very comfortably last -nicrht with Amnn<1 T^ugeanx, hif 
fftmily, and Mcholag Qautkr* — ^In the night the wind had been etiong 




Uejvac Id. 



Tortaji Id, 

MiJQMichi 
Bay- 
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1. BvffMux (alBO Bttgeaud, now writ* 

ten Bupoid), and Oautlcr wer* both 
Acadlans who Uved earUer at North 



East River, P. B. !.* 
by M. Oaudet. 
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at N. W. — ^We removed to the south fide of the oree]<, ' to two dcscrte<1 
houses; better than those on the north side — tlie Indians here an abou: 
fifty fighting men — they are the Menimicbi tribe of Mickraacs. 

SUKDAT, Kov€mb«r 22. 

THIS bung a cahn day, there came a skiil froin ihe island-' where 
the vr?pcl was wrecked. She provo'^tohe tlieHulton, Capt. Benjamin 
ilallowell, belonging to Mr. John XliU of Hull, but frci«;hted from Lon* 
doa to Quebec, with twelve hundred barrels of floor, eighty puncheons of 
English brandy, twenty-three bales of goods, and nineteen berrels of hard- 
ware. The brandy, and a good deal of the flour was j^oing to [?yrn and 
Bryraer of Quebec. There were twelve hands on board— only one saved— 
he was the mate, a young man from Hull — his name Jamee Pratchell. 
When he got on shore, lie was taken care of by the French from NijM.- 
dqnid, whoj happily for him, had stopped here. 

(19) MONDAY, November 23. 

HAD a design of going to see the situation of ihe wreck, but the 
wind bkwi too hiid. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER, 24. 

12^ TENDED to go to see the wreck to-day, but was stopt by the 
hidians — ^they told me their chief would come and talk with me» and call 
a couiK il — ihey have found a good deal of the brandy, for they are all of 
tin tn coiuinualiy drank — am afraid of miachief — ^Tbey did not call a 

c'uuncil to-day. 

WEDNESDAY, NoTember, 25. 

WAS got into a'little w^hooner to go to the island, to see the ritna> 
tion of the wreck, when I was called bock by the chief, and other Indians. 
There war likewise the chief of St. John's Indians here — Tlie vessel being 
cast r«'ay, had collected the Indians from ail quarters — they called a 
council— they told me th^ would endeavour to save all the effects they 
conld out of the Teasel, and make a fair'declanition of what they WKWtA^ 



1. That la, tbey removed to tbe In- 
dian Village or near it, on the south 
Bide of thl» River. This point, (Church, 
or Burnt Church, Point.) ha.s boon from 
early times down to the present tbe 
fllte of the moflt Important Indian set- 
t!emont by far In nl! thif rcfrlon. One 
has only to visit the locality to under- 
stand the rea«)ns. It Is not only In a 
good position geographically, at the 
iunctton Of the great' routes of Indian 
travel along the north shore and the 



I MfnunieM« but It Is In ■ regton oon- 

I spicuously rich In srame and flsh. Fur- 
j ther the point itself is of commandint: 
I and beautiful situation, with good 
landing beaches, and moreover ie the 
only elevated land for a coradderable 
distance up and down the coast. 

2. There Is nothing to show on what 
Island the wreck occurred, but from 
the apparent ease with which the place 
could be rMcifaed It would appear to 
^ave been on P(wtage Island. 
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that the French should do the same. The chief likewise told me ho would 
send four men to Fort Cumberland with me and the young man who was 
i>aved out of the vessel — 1 found some good effects from my behaviour 
to the Indians who brought me along; for they were here, and had told 
how honourably I had dealt with them — The name of the Indian chief here 
is Louis Francois,' the name of the chief of St. John's tribe is Louis 
LamoureiLX- — they had large silver medals of the French king, hanging to 
ribbons round their necks. In the afternoon, went with the French to 
the island where the wreck was — they had rolled about two hundred bar- 
rels of flour from off the beach, to a place of safety; and there were about 
one hundred more good upon the beach — I did not discover any brandy, or 
bales of goods^ but believe the French and Indiana had hid a large quan- 
tity — They brought off fifteen baiiels of flour— got back about nine at 
night 

THURSDAY, November, 2G. 

PICKED up yesterday bundles of English newspapers for twelve 
tnonths past, wilh which I am highly entertained— find some of my 

acquaintance mar-(20)ried, others dead— some fortunate, others bankrupts 
— it is great amusement for me, as my mind has fasted so long from any 
food of this kind. ' , - - 

FBIDAY, November S?. • 

CONTIKUE still drying and examining the newspapna — ^the Indians 
have fixed our departure for to-morrow — The French are veiy much afraid 
of the Indians^ now they have strong liquor. 

SATUBDAY, Kovember 88. 

THIS morning proved very itomy — tiie Indians do not go — In the 
afternoon I was' ordered to a couTtcil in one of their wijjwhanis* -the 
council consisted of a dozen — they were all drunk, except the chief and 
anethep— 4hey were a long time, before they would permit me to go— They 
would detain me till the frost sets in, and go by land, for fear of aeddento 

• Three or four drunken In<lians, with loaded muskets, came, and takinsr 
hold of both ray arms, a third Indian stasgerlns before me, saying. "La me- 
me ehofe comme sov«m«ur Hatirax;" br wMdi I must: underatend him to lie as 

Rreat a man aa the Governor "-f Tf iilf:;x- V,^en we arrived nt th'> wig- 
wham, the drunken governor of iiaiirax, i)oliiiuig to the chief, said in i^ngUsh, 
"All one, tOat Ocorse." 



1 lAttto FkWDcla In tlM Uat of vm 
menUoned in tbe earlier foot note nnder 

November 

2. Apparently the St. John'a tribe 
la that of St. Johns Island, not River 
SL John. In the lists mentioned in ihe 
footnote under November 9, the chief 
of Isle St. John la given as Baptist La 
Uorno ( gk etetea of New Bniaawick) 
or Lamome (CSooney). The former la 



evidently the itame word as liamoureux 
and ijerhaps the difference In the first 
name la an error of Smethurst's, or un- 
thinking repetition of the Louis of the 
preceedlns: name. 

3. This feeling must be known to 
everyone, who, accustomed to much 
reading, finds himself for sometime de- 
prived <tf ft, as In long trips Into the 
woodsb etc 
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— tTipy Fnid they were maatcn there; and if they had a mind to keep me 
three or fonr months, I must stay. I urged my necessity — pleaded hard 
for them to permit two of the Frenchmen to go with me, instead of Indians, 
as I eonld converse better with them: after long debating, tbey allowed 
me to set oil in the moiniitg with two FrenchflMB. 

SUNDAY, Xovember 29. 

A GKEAT deal of snow had iallen in the night, and we did not set 
ovt-^e day proved a mild thawing day— the Indifioii a]l met together 

to worship — they are rigid ceremonious Papista — great bigots — know little 
of the grounds of their religion; but it is pompous, and that is enongh.* 
To show their zeal, where the Frenchmen crossed themselves once, the 
Indians wonld do it twice; but their teligiouB seel ie at tiiis time pvetty 
much heated with brandy — their priests muBt }ia\e taken a trreat deal of 
pains with them — they sing very well. - (21) The Canadians will have it 
in their power to play off the Indians at any time against our back settle- 
ments, by encowaging thii retigione bigotry; inde^ it gains ground in 
Canada. 

MONDAY, November 30. 

ABOUT ten o'clock we set out in a bark canoe, which I had bought 
of the savages — there were Nicholas Gautier, Joseph Hishar,^ and myself — 
The young man who was mate of the veaeel, is not in a condition to travel 
— his legs snd foot nrp \vry nnicli Bwoln— bp proposes to stay till the 
Indians will let some other Frenchmen go — I left liirn thirty-two pounds 
of beaver, and a beaver coat, to dispose of for a supply for him — We got 
about three lesgnes^— the trfnd was pretty high, and veiQr cold at north* 
west. 

TTIESDAy, Deceml)er 1. 

SET out early thi'^ morning — the sea was pretty rough, but we were 
in hopes of its becomiug more moderate — the wind was west-north-west 



1. This settlement at Church Point 
had been the seat of an Indian mission 
from early times. Thvu9 It was appar- 
entlr vlBlted m» a mteaktn by Father 
LeClercq <n as narrated in bis 

Nouvelle iielaiion ile la Gaspeaie, Paris. 
1691. (in translation In Hay's Canadian 
History Beadlnsa, ZTl). It was here 
without doubt' that Richard Denys de 
Pronsao. in the iiansc of his father, 
Nicolas Denys, Qovernor and Proprie- 
tor of all these coast", gave to the 
church three amenta of land for « mis- 
sion in 1985. It waa vMted soon after 
by Bishop Bt. Valler of Quebec, mm the 



latter describes In hta Biitat Preseiit de 

L'Ei^iise, Paris, <Qtteh«« Reprint 

of 1856, page S2.) 

2. There is other mention of the ex- 
cellent singing of the Indiana. See the 
Jesuit Relations. (Thwattes edition)' 
XXVIII. 33 and XXX, 141. 

3. Of course Richard, a oommoii 
Acadian name. 

A. Apparently, from the distance, to 
sotne place at or ntar the Lower Bay 
du VlD (or Frmch Bay>» very llMy in 
tht vlctailty of French River. 
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— Came to a liny whvre \vc rlinofl— 1 was very wet, with the sea washing 
into the canoe; for we now keep upon the main ocean — Crossed the bay, 
when I landed, and walked along the beaeh;' for the canoe waa too deep 
loaded — Had not gone above two miles, when I came to a rivulet ' — the 
canoe could not come ashore, the surf wa? so ^eat — I was obliged to wade 
over — it took me up to the breast — Carried my beaver coat upon my 
head, and my memomndmn-book in my month — ^thonght of Jnlina Oaoar 
— ^When I gist owr, ran along the beach to keep myself warm — -Did not 
prooeod above a mile till we found a coTTvenita>t i)]aeG for the canoe to 
land — here the Frenchmen came ashore — We were obliged to stay all 
night in a Teiy low wet swamp* — the wind north — browb veiy xnndi. 

WEDNESDAY^ December 8. 

Lay very uncomfortably last night — left our canoe, and went to look 
for a better lodging place— Walked six miles before we could find a wood,' 
it is such low, marshy land — snows hard — wind north — found out at last 
a con-venient place. 

(22) THUESDAY, December 3. 

LAY better last night than the night before, though I find the want 
of a blanket — a beaver coat is very well while it continiies dry, bnt once 

wet, it is intolerable— Tliis inorninw- Hishar and flauticr went to the canoe 
to fetch supplies, and sec how the surf was- -returned in three hours with 
some bisket and pork, but it continues to snow worse than yesterday, 
with the wind strong at south-west — ^Abnndance of broken clawa of lob- 
sters, with other Bhell-fish, were thrown upon the beach in the late 
stormy weather— i lie snow incommodes us in our tent rery much — the 
wind lias clianged — it was with much persuasion I could get the French- 



1. Apparently, from the context, 
e»peclany the monMon of :.he "main 
oeean," this was Eecuininac River (see 
the map), at thi; mouth uf which the 
larg:e-siale m-.iiM? shOW ft OOttBtdenlile 
Inlet from the sea. 

2. AU along this coast, and Indeed all 
the way to Bay Chaleur, are very flne 

bcarhrg of firm sairl, making the best 
kind of route for one on foot. 

8. If the preceding idenUflcatlon is 
correct this would be th« Bet River of 

our maps. 

4. This landing place a mile south of 
Re! River would be at the mouth of 
the lit tin nameissa rivulet abown on 
the maps. 



6. .As an expression under Deo. 4 
("the Frenehnwn went for the canoe") 

In-plles, they walker! nlorifc- the beach to 
find the wood, which vvus. therefore, 
\ery likely the grove of flrs at Point 
Sapln which gave that point its name. 
It Is true the distance given by 
Smethurst is considrrably too great, 
but the circumatances imder which 
they travelled to the- grove were such 
aa to make them exag^frate dl.-i;:ini 
and moreover it could not have been so 
great as Smetbu»i states^ becattae the 
two Frenchmen went to the canoe and 
back the next day in three hours. The 
location of the wood at Point Sapln is 
strongly confirmed by the distance to 
Koiicbtboucuac (afteen inUes), later 
given (under Z>ee. 4.) 
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men to stay all daj, to see what kind of weather it would be— thai 
patience is wore pntn-ihey aie detennined to xetum. 

FRIDAY, December 4. 

THIS morning the Frenchmen went for the canoe — ^it proved a 
calm moxning — prooeeded on our waj'— I walked upon the beaeh — When 
we came to a bay or a river, they took me into the canoe, and ferried me 

over — Came this day five leagues — we are now fifteen leagues from Mer- 
rimichi, at a river called by the Indians Chishibouwack, * not above six 
feet deep — they say it runs a good way up the country — Still continues low 
good land, very improveable; this will certainly be the granary of Xorth 
America, when it comes to be \vell ])eoplod— Tlicre have been Indians 
here, but they are gone up the country — their wiguhama are still stand* 
ing. 

8ATUBDAY, December 5. 

THE night proTed very calm; but at six o'doek in the morning the 

wind began to blow at north-east; soon after, it snowed, and continued 
so very violently all day — Lpft our canoe, and went up the creek abotit 
a mile; croased a small river - upon the ice^ to a deseried house of the 
French— we found the Indians had been here, but they were gone np the 
river a hunting — We found the head of a dog smoaked whole, the hair 
singed ofT, but the teeth and tonsrne standinp: — The Indians, when thcT 
nmke a great feast, kill two or three dogs, which they hold as a high treat 
anefa tbnea they ha^e a grand dance. 

(23) SUNDAY, December G. 

THE Frenchmen tell me, that C8])!ain M'Kenzie went from Nipisi- 
qiiid in good time; for that the chief of the Nipisiquid Indians was gone 
up to Joseph Glaud, the chief of the Histigouch Indians, to persuade him 
to come down with his Indians; and if Captain M'Kenzie had staid five 

days longer, iio Frenchman would have been removed, for that the Indians 
would have engaged our troops. This storv, however im])robal)le. I under- 
stand had been propagated on board my brig — 1 had found something had 



1, Xow calleil Tvouchlbouguac; It Is 
about 15 mJlfs from Point Sapln. 

8. No map that I con Hnd shows any 
braneli of the Kottehtbou^uac near its 

mouth of a sufficJent Rize to fit Pmoth- 
urst'a account of this river; hence, I 
Infer, thmt the cr«ek they ascended for 
a mile and the small river thoy rmsspfl 
were both of them the Kouchlbouguac, 
though an Inspection of the country It- 
self migrhi lead to a dtlforent conclu- 
•lon. Tlie fact that on December T 



Slnrtluil crjuli! Hot rlJIltillUO llis JOUf- 

ney until the Frenchmen had brought 
the canoe to enable hlin to crow the 

rlvt^r would imply that thoy had camp- 
ed on Dec. 4 on the south side oi the 
mouth of the Kouchibouguac, and that 
the "house of the French" was on the 
north side. This mention of the French 

liouse, hy tho w.iy, is fvidencp that 

French settlers were more widely scat- 
tered in this resioR than we are ac* 
cuMomed to auppose. 
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frightened the Oaptaixi out of his seneee, hut did not undentand what it 

■was before — This morning pleasant, the wind had changed to the south, 
but the sea was too great to proceed — about ton o'clock, the wind cainc 
strong at south-west — ^it blows a perfect hurricane; and what added to our 
distiefls^ when we went to pass to ma canoe the way we had come, we 
found the ice was thawed, so that we could not pass the river — We went 
two miles np the river, but could not poi over — returned to our hut— 
Gautier killed an Indian dog, which was loitering about the hut, iu case 
we could not get to our piovieion, that it might he a reserve — put the 
dried head of the dog in my pocket, in ease of extremity — faetfld all day- 
Could not help thinking of that line of Br. Young *Toor peneionen on 
*^the bounties of an hour. 

MONDAY, December 7. 

TTTTS morning the Frenchmen tried to get over the ice, but it broke 
in with them — then they made a raft, and got over nearer the sea — About 
ten o'clock they came with the canoe; and as aoon as I had eat, or zaQier 
devoured, a salt pork pasty, which the Frenchwomen had made me for 
my travelling store, we set off, and the day proved a very fine one — I 
walked all the way, unless wh^en we came to rivers, deep bays, or rocks — 
Fbur leaguea from where we set off,^ came to a river, called hy the '^naoh 
end Indiana Bishihticto — runs twenty leagues up the country — it is a 
pretty deep river — Went about two leagues furthei^hexe we encamped.* 

(24) TUESDAY, i)ecember 8. 

THE island of St. John^ appears here very plain — it is about lour 
leagues from hence^-a fine low ifland — ihe Frenchmen tell me it is near 
fifty leagues long, and fifteen liroad— Six leagues from where we lodged^ we 

came to a river called Bucktouirli * — a lenfjiie further, another InrL'e river, 
called Cockyne"— We travelled ten leagues to-day* — the country continues 
flat-^e trees are chiefly pine, red oak, birch, beech — ^this last wood bums 
exceeding welL 

WEDNESDAY, December 9. 

THIS proved a fine morning — When we had got two leagues, cune to 
a large river, called Chedaick^ — a lar<^e bay and an island make two 
entrances — this is the last large river we have to ctobb — ^we found it fuU 



4. Now Buctoudie. 

Now Cocagne; It was thus naimd 

by Nicolas Deiiys prior to 1672. 

6. Bringrlng him evidently to camp 
about half way between Coeagae Beed 

and Shediac Point. 

7. Now Shed lac; the description Is 
aeeurmt*. 



z. Jiw amaaces ara, as a rtua, r»> 

markably accurate. 

2. Evidently somewhere on the coast 
north ot RidiUMieto Head. 

8. Prliica Edward Island: the name 

wn!9 officially changed In 1798. Smeth- 
urst became well acquainted with it 
laler. 
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of loose ice, which made it exceedingly difficult to get over^ There were 

two rivers of smaller note, w hich I could not learn the names of A set- 
cow-' lifted its head oiit of tlic water, and came swimming after the canoe 
— ^the Frcncliiiien soon shot it — it had Z large teeth out of water in the 
upper jaw ] minting downwards — ^theee eerre for defence, to climb rocks 
with, &c. — full grown sea^w will make two l uriels of oil in autninn, 
when fhey are fattest — they are easily killed with a ball— very unwieldy — 
much like Anson's sea-lions -' — I believe of the same species — this was 
larger than an ox — The French use the oil of these creatuTes to their 
meat— it is to me as rank as seal oil — The most noted places for their 
present resort, are the islands of Magdelines, and Point Sligcon; but the 
sea-cows wild fowl, Indians, and beaver, will leave us as we settle in the 
country, and go to places less frequented — Cajne this day about nine 
lesgues*— I waiked all the way, excepting crossing the rivers, fte. 

THTTRSDAY, December 10. 

LAST night frosty — the moon shone very bright when we went to 
sleep; but when we awoke this morning, it iras a violent storm at east- 
Staid in the cabin all d^. 

FBIDAY, December 11. 
THIS mornings though the wind wsa pretty high, set off in our 

canoe — (25) passed one small river,* that runs to the southward — about 
four lea^ies from the place we lodijed, came to another small river" — ^here 
we left our canoe, and set out with our baggage to cross the country* — 
they call it tm miles to Bay Yerte by land — Going up the river, the ice 
broke in with the tv > I'- rif limen — they had been obliged to leave their 
keg of brandy, and had hufip:ed it so close at parting, that they were a 
little light-headed — ^Hetumed back to our canoe^ in order to lodge there 
all night. 



1. tJv-JdenLly Bateman's lirook and 
the ScadiOttC of our uwpB, 

1. The walruflL 8«e earlier note un- 
der November 20. Thl5? Is the sole 
reference known to ine in all our litera- 
ture to an actu'il observation of a liv- 
ing walru« in New Bnuiflwick waters, 
an J very InteresUnff it 1b. 

S. He refers to tho sea-elephant, 
formerlj' known si it^ntlfiLally as Mnr- 
uoffa Ansonil, a huge aeal of the 
Southern hemisphere. XiSter !n this 
work, In Ihc second part (i)apo 22) he 
speaks again of the resemblance to • 
Anson^e eea^ltons, which he flays have 
a snout, thus conflrmJnff their Identity i 
as the sea-elephant. Yet another re- \ 



ferenci? to the sea-cow is on page 3S. 

4. Apparently to the vicinity ot 
Abottshacan; as the entry under Dec. 
10 shows, they lodged In flome (Fk^ncb* 

man's?) cabiu. 

6. Apparently the Tedldi. 

6. Apparently the fihemogue; pee* 
sibly Little flbemosue. 

7. No f]nubt a portage path (evi- 
dently, however* little used) cutting 
off the lonir canoe yojraire around Cape 
Tormcntlnf'. TTi?s is mentioned as a 

1 r«£rular portage route In an early docu- 
ment. (Parlcroan Ifss., New Ftmnoe, 
' I.. 265, In the I.lbrary of the MasM- 
I chusetts Historical Bociety.) 
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SATUBDAY, Deoember 12. 

SET out thia morning before day — vent up a creek about a mile, and 

then took to the woods — There had fallen about a foot deep of snow, and 
it was froze over at top, so as to make it boar eometiniGs, and break in at 
others, with a prodigious number of fallen trees and brooks to cross, with 
broken wood and thick underbrush, made it almost impassable; these, with 
about twenty weight of baggage,and a heavy beaver coat I had to carry, 
made it too iniich for me — the Frcnrhmpn wore much heavier loailfd — 
Sometimes we were obliged to creep on our hands and knees, under fallen 
trees, to climb orer o^m; branches and stumpa running into my legs 
and face, made it bad beyond description. — thought I was very unfit to 
travel; to creep, my temper will not allow me, and to climb does not 
seem my talent, but to valk upright is my great desire; yet with that 
method, here, as in the great wood of worl^y aflfaiis, you cannot get for- 
ward — if you would advance, you must sometimes stoop, sometimes am- 
bitioui?ly climb, sometimes dirty yo!ir?clf in nasty ways: hut at all events, 
drive thro' thick and thin. Thus moralizing, and stumbling on, push'd 
forward, with hopes of soon getting out of my dilBculties; very often 
fallings and sometimes fainting, I arrived at Bay Verte, about an hour after 
sun-set, almost fatigued to iliath— it would not have been possible for me 
to have gone half-a-mile farther — Found here s^onie of tlie French vessels 
which Captain M'Kenzie had brought off with hiiu, and a party of 
Highlanders, under a Serjeant's command. The fort here is destroyed,^ 
and iha inhabitants removed — there has been a very pretty villafre her^— 
the French had a commn-fsr.'inieation from thh ])la(c witli tlie island St. 
John, Louisbourg, &c. — Lay ail night in the block-house, or rather guard- 
house the Engli^ are building. ^ 

SUNDAY, December 13. 

WAS very thankful to the ahni;:hty Di?poper of events, for leading me 
to a place of safety, and giving me strength and resolution to undergo the 
different trials I have been exercised with for these six weeks pssb-'^ out 
to go to Fort Cumberland, called by the French (^hignecto — tius isthmus 

is fifteen miles aeroFs— pretty good road ^— Got a soldier to carry my bag- 
gage — reached it about sun-set — Fort Cumberland is situated at the top 
of the bay of Fundy, to the westward — there are two companies of soldiers 



1 Of covirse Fort Oaupereau of the 
French, taken and named Fprt Monck- 
ton by the Bngtlsh In 17B6, and de- 

rrinllshfd In TTfiC. It? site and ItS nilna 
are well-known locally. 

2 I am uiiaMo to explain the situa- 
tion of this guard-house, or to cite 
any reference to tt In tbe early records. 



3. The only road in all the present 
New Brunswick at that time and for 
some time after. It was buUt by the 

I Frpiich prior t.i IT'.'. Tt Is now larRr-ly 
abandoned, but ita position ia known 
locally, and Is represented on a map 
In the Transactions of (ho Royal 
Society of Canada, V.. im. Section II.. 
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here; one of Highlanders, another of Kangers — Captain M'Kenzie, of Ihe 
Highlanders, is gone to Halifax — ihe commanding officer oi the Hangers 
is Captain Danks^^-To my great disappointment a tqbmI had aaUed for 
Boston about a week before, and the bay is now frozen np, which "will occa^ 
aion my atay here some time — So far the journal. 



Hera enda tiie first part of Smethnrst's book. The second part is of 
much less interest, particukrly to New Brunswick readers; and aoeordinglj 
I shall here give only a summary of it with an occasional passage of 
particular interest li begins thiis>~ 



(27) A FroTidental ESCAPE after a SHIFWBECK, in oomii^ from 
the Island of ST. JOHN, in the Oolph of ST. LAWBENCB; with an 
ACCOUNT of the FISHERIES ronnd that Island. 

I STAID at Cumberland till the winter was so fixed, as to go to 
Hafifax on tnowshoes— ^his k above an bnndied mikt— from thence I 

got a passage to New England — When I came to Marhlehead, I found the 
brig had got safe there — the master, in his protest, swears that tlie wind 
was so high, a boat could not Uye; when the real truth was, he had been 
80 frightened with the French account of the Indians, that to aave him- 
self, he left me to be sacrificed — Some masters of vessels make Teiy free 
with the windj when they have occasion to protest. 

He then mentions his attempts to establish a fishery in the Island of 
St. John (Prince Pflward Island), including his erection of two store- 
houses at St. Peters, and the brintrlng of a crew from Marhlehead, in 
Massachusetts, '*to cause an emuhUion." He then describes somewhat 
fully tlie advantaf^es of the island for the iisheries and the most profitable 
way of exploiting them. Then (on page 29) he begins a journal, with 
the date Monday, December 6, 1763, descriptiire of his shipwreck when 
proceeding in a small schooner from Fort Amherst in the idand to 



AfUrwarda settled at Bal« Verte. I of ttila serfee (these Collectlone. ZL, 
He Sa mentioned in an earlier document | MB.) 
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""my settlement at Bay Verte." The narrative has much interest as & talc 
of adventure, but no ^oat lustorical or geographical value. Starting 
from the island with a rrcw of six, in addition to himself, they were caufjlu 
in a liurricane and ran ashore near Tictou. All got ashore safely, and wiih 
Ample proviiioiuL nien, mill tiie escapiioii of two wbo imuumd to prin- 
ter here^ they started along shore towards Bay Yerte. Their hardships 
and adTentnres are narrated at length, and there is an oocasbnal item of 
other interest^ as their mention of sea-cows (walruses) they saw. 
They readied Bay Verte in safety on January 6th. In the spring he sent 
for the men at the wreck and found them well. This Journal occupies 
pa?ps 29 to 39. He then gives (page 40) '*8ome acootmt of the country in 
general" as follows: — 

FROM the Bay of Ohaleurs to the Bay of Fiindy, there is a quantity 
of Ene level land, which, when cultivated, will produce any sprt of grain 
which grows in Ihigland'— the soU is a red loam and deep — ^There are low 
lands, with white pine tre^ — ^where they grow it will be nt for meadows in 
general — the marshes, or salt water meadows, are not fo good on the 
gulph of St Lawrence's side as they are on Bay of Fundy — the marshes 
thiae are the very Egypt of North Amerieap-^h^areasnerehed of maxl, 
and are so strong and deep they will never be worn out — for the present I 
would not advise the inhabitants to raise jzrain upon them — it requires 
more trouble and expense to subdue the grass roots and reeds, than the 
present condition of the inhabitants can bear — ^it therefore wonld be 
more eligible to keep them entirely in meadows; this will enable them to 
breed and fatten cattle, to mnke what butter and cheese they pleased. If 
they buy their bread for the present, the other articles will find them 
wi^ that and everything else — Should they attempt to raise grain, let 
them try up-land, manured with marsh mud; though indeed their being 
able to obtain such a number of cattle, will procure them duncr enoufjh; 
and as their meadows will never want any, thev inay ])\it it all on their 
up-land. This part of the country wants nothing but men and money, to 
make it the moi^ flourishing spot in America, or perhaps on the globe.' 

After some further remarlcs upon the soil, etc. of North America, he 
describes his efforts to prevent the illegal destructiott of white pine 
timber at Three Bivers. Then (on page 43) he adds: — 

I will conclude this narrative with my free thou^^lit upon the present 
situation of nfTairs in North America: beintj an Enijlishmnn, on the one 
hand, and having some knowledge of the people there, from my long resi* 



1. A very detailed account of these I Smethurst's opinions, is In the Botaitl- 
manhei^ In aome reeppcts confirming | cal Gaaette (Ctalcaco), XXXVI., UL 
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deBce amongst them on the other^ gives me a pTetense to impartiality; 

neither side must expect to be favoured; nnd if I dionldbe so happy as to 
point out a way for rpp«inciliation, it will be doing my country and Hoxih 

Anieriea es.scnlial service. 

His jjluii is tliat the Government shall give up all internal iaiaiiou of 
the Colonies^ but place instead a tax on all American shipping to be ap- 
plied to the support of the navy, which tax would not, he thinks, he offen- 
sive to the Americans but would constitute an acknovledg«nent of the 
jurisdiction of Great Britain. As an altematve he proposes, that a ^con- 
gress" of the Colonies shall meet, "in order to settle their respective quotas 
of a modus to be offered to government in lieu o£ all future internal 
taxps" the modu? to be readjusted every seven year«, the proceeds to be 
applied to the navy, and each jiroviru-e l)ein«5 left to raise its quota in 
own way, lie tlien ofTers some coriunents upon the Quebec Act, which 
he conisiders will result in a religious \var unless repealed. He concludes 
his book with an account of a great imposition practiced upon the Indians 
hy some French traders who played successfully upon their devotion to the 
Roman Catholic church. It begins thus: — 

In the summer of 1765, the Indians collected themselves together at 
the river St. Johii^ in the Bay of Fun<iy, ;nid came up in a liody to Fort 
Cumberland, in order to pass over to Bay Verte, to the great terror of the 
English settlers in those parts. They gave out there was a French fleet 
arrived in an harbour in the gulph of St. Lawrence; and they made uae 
of thrcatninp: lanp^iafre. I offered my ?en-ire 1o Cajit. Blumlell Palton, 
then commanding oHicer of Fort Cumberland, to go with an officer and a 
party of soldiers, to examine into tlie truth of this story. Accordingly I 
went with Lieutenant Handfield, and some soldiers, and searched the coast; 
hnt found not tlic least sign of any fleet. We came back, and (luietci^ 
the minds of the inhabitants; for whirh pcn'ice 1 ret eivcd Ihe 1 hanks of 
governor Wilmot; but it was not till long after, that 1 kuvw the occasion 
of this meeting, which was on the following account. ^ 



1. There are some very Interesting ; nenmsley Glafller then on the St. John 

coritempornry references to this move- i River, says,— "It Is thoujjht here that 

ment of the Indian/", the causes of iti.- nfT thof the Indi.nis will blow over, 

Which Smethurst here makes plain. . & aa to the French Bhip^ no person be- 



Thus In a letter of Nov. 25, 1765, written llevee a syllable of It as the whole 



by James SfTiionde at Pt. John to 
Messrs. Hnzen and Jurvi.s in Newbury- 
port. It Is said,— "The Indians was eo 
late in their Voyage after the French 
that they made hut little fall hunts. 
They will be better In tho ?!prlng on 
that acct." .4Kain Michael FrankUu 
wrttbig July 22, 17C5. from Hallfaac to 



con.^t Ifl lined with our Fishermen from 
whom we must have had Intiligenre." 
Some reference to the matter, and 
subsequent settlemtnt through a vWt 
of the Indian Chiefs to Halifax, is also 
In Fisher's Sketches Of New Bivm- 
wick, p. loa. 
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SOMETIME before, fhere had been a French onugglng Teasel upon 

tlie coast, on board of which was an artful priest* who had told the Indians 
that the Pope had received a hntcr from Jesns Christ; copies of which his 
Holiness had been so good m to send to them by him, for wluch they 
mnst pay him thirty pounds of beaver (worth abont seven pounds sterling) 
for each copy; and if they would follow the orders in that letter, a French 
fleet would come at such a time, and drive the English from their country: 
in expectation of meeting this fleet the Indians were collected. The con- 
ditions in the letter were, "that the Indians shoidd refrain, such a limited 
"time, from drinking rum or cyder, (the strong liquors the Endish c o\ild 
"furnish with them); they had liberty to drink claret or brandy (what 
'Hhe smuggler was loaded with); and ihat they should not let the English 
" read one of these ktterB." I saw one of them hanging to a libbon, round 
the neck of a chief, guarded with ta^t or ten folds of bark — the Indian 
would have parted with his life as soon as with this paper. 

Then follows a very interesting account of a discussion of these mat- 
ters which Smcthurst held with a French apologist for them; and with 
this the book ends. 



• The reader wUI have noticed evid- 
ence, more than once in the course of 
ametluirflt's namittTe, tlutt the author 
pomeMed some pnjutfloe against the 
Roman Cathollcfl, and tlits fact should 
put !i3 iijun our guard in roadiiig the 
passage above. It is wholly unlikely 
that any genuine priest of that church 
would have bof n guilty of such Impos- 
ture aa is here described; and if a 



priest was concerned In It at all it tt nst 
have been one of those unfrocked de- 
generates such as, unfortunately^ every 
reiigioua denomination has oocarton- 
ally to acknowledRe. The probablllttes 
are very grrat, however, that U was 
the work of sutne unscrupulous impos- 
tor masquerading' as • prlett,— the na* 
tural disguise for him to anume undet^ 
the circumstances. 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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